Briefing: Municipal Energy and Water Solutions for the San Joaquin Valley
On June 2, the Sustainable Energy Roadmap (SER) Program presented an interactive workshop at the CSU Fresno
Lyles Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship. 35 Valley stakeholders and municipal staff participated in this
showcase of practical steps that can and are being taken to address significant Valley water and energy challenges. The
CSU Fresno Office of Community and Economic Development hosted the event. Attendees heard from a host of
practitioners about local impacts of state energy and water mandates, discussing an impressive array of resource saving
approaches being taken, and the emerging technical and financial resources available to Valley jurisdictions.
Michael Sigala (Regional Policy Council for the San Joaquin Valley) noted that the region is projected to be the second
fastest growing area in the state over the next few decades, putting a real strain on its water and energy resources. Dr.
Karl Longley (Central Valley Regional Water Control Board) provided the keynote address at this forum. He stressed
the connection between energy and water and the strategies available to Valley communities to address the energy and
water nexus. Nearly 20 percent of total electricity consumption within the state is for water treatment and conveyance.
Longley emphasized the pressing need to adopt more efficiency water treatment and reuse technologies.
Water and Energy Saving Strategies and Resources
Dr. Longley described the state’s agricultural pumping efficiency
and Water Energy Technology (WET) programs. Lee Johnson
from the City of Visalia profiled their water conservation
program, along with their innovative water exchange agreement
with the Tulare Irrigation District. John Mulligan from the City
of Sanger profiled their recently completed comprehensive
municipal energy and upgrade program.
Robert Bendorf profiled the HERO program, the most
subscribed effort in the country offering property assessed clean
energy financing (PACE) to residential and commercial property
owners. Dr. Pam Doughman (California Energy Commission)
discussed funding available through the EPIC program.
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Stephen Miller (Strategic Energy Innovations) rounded out the
discussion with an overview of the Sustainable Energy
Roadmap effort for the Valley. Funded by the Strategic Growth
Council, The Roadmap provides technical and financial assistance
to participating municipalities to set goals and carry out projects
that tackle their energy, water and other sustainable growth
challenges. The Roadmap is getting underway and the Valley team
leading this effort is currently seeking to sign on city and county
partners. Participating jurisdictions receive tailored consulting and
access to regional and national best practices. With the aim of
benchmarking, setting and pursuing greenhouse gas emissions reducing strategies and programs, Roadmap city and
county participants receive a small grant to help them achieve chosen outcomes. The full set of workshop slides (with
local and state program descriptions and links) and the workshop video are available on the Roadmap program website.
Valley communities interested in learning more about the Sustainable Energy Roadmap should contact Stephen Miller
at 415-507-2186 or stephen@seiinc.org; or Michael Sigala 559-266-6222 or Michael@sigalainc.com.
www.sustainableenergyroadmap.com

