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Photovoltaic Solar at Durango, Colorado, Disposal Site
The U. S. Department of Energy (DOE) Office of
Legacy Management (LM) is committed to excellence
in environmental stewardship and continues to develop
and implement innovative ways to promote renewable
energy at its many sites across the country. LM was
approached by a local Durango, Colorado, citizen in
2009 about the possibility of installing a photovoltaic
(PV) solar energy system at the Durango Disposal
Site’s uranium mill tailings disposal cell.
LM first met with the La Plata County Commissioners
and then the La Plata Electric Association, the local
utility, to seek input on the concept. After receiving a
positive response from the community, LM prepared
an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National
Environmental Policy Act to evaluate alternatives.
The alternatives considered were placing solar panels
on both the disposal cell cover and on previously
disturbed areas on the site. The 21.5-acre area
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under consideration could potentially support a
4.5 megawatt PV system.
Because the disposal cell falls under the jurisdiction of
a Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) license for
long-term care, DOE also had to obtain the NRC’s
acceptance of the Long-Term Surveillance Plan, which
was revised to allow installation of a renewable energy
system on the disposal cell.
On June 9, 2009, Thomas Pauling, Director, Office
of Site Operations for LM, signed the Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI). LM determined in the
FONSI that the proposed action of using the surface
of the cell and other previously disturbed areas would
not impact the cell and would only have minor shortterm impacts. LM will now pursue leasing the land
to another party to construct and operate the PV
system. The lease will be for a 20-year period with
one 5-year option. v
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